
t was a day-long event that witnessed 
participation from over 70 distinguished 
speakers and a high-powered, 
50-member Smart Cities Trade 
Mission led by Bruce Andrews, 

Deputy Secretary, US Department 
of Commerce. More than 40 mayors, 
commissioners and urban officials from 
India interacted with over 300 delegates 
who attended the event. Parallel B2B 
sessions ensured a productive outcome 
for both participants and local government 
officials interested in adopting innovative 
technologies for their respective cities.

The proceedings began with  
Pratap Padode, Founder & Director, 
Smart Cities Council India, 

welcoming everybody and 
laying emphasis on “the 
mandatory engagement 
of citizens” as a key 
element of the smart 
cities mission. 

While Bruce 
Andrews 

was in 
India to 

help facilitate business partnerships 
between both countries, in his special 
address he encouraged delegates to 
interact with the 18 US companies 
present at the event. He said that the US 
was pleased with the recommendations of 
the Kelkar Committee report and looked 
forward to its implementation. He also 
highlighted the importance of protecting 
intellectual property rights and exhorted 
India to deepen its capital markets.

Further, Philip Bane, Executive 
Director, US Smart Cities Council, 
highlighted the work of the council and 
launched the India Readiness Guide 
along with Padode and a host of other 
dignitaries on stage.

Leocadia Zak, Director, United 
States Trade and Development 
Agency (USTDA), highlighted the 
work done by the trade body and averred 
that the US has the best solutions for 
India's smart city projects.

Praveen Pardeshi, Principal 
Secretary, Government of Maharashtra, 
said the private sector and government 
need to deliberate upon the matter and 
restructure certain areas.

Renato de Castro, an international 
expert on smart cities and Executive 
Director, Baumann Consultancy 
Network (Italy), laid stress on the 
importance of technology 
 and collaboration. 

I

The event kicked off in Mumbai in the wake of the government's announcement of the first 
20 cities selected for the Smart Cities Mission. 
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Session: Financing for the Smart Cities. (L-R): NDS Chari, 
Director, SREI BNP Paribas; Partha Mukhopadhyay,  
Senior Fellow, Centre for Policy Research (Moderator); 
Sumit Banerjee, Chairman, ASAPP Info Global Group.
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He picked out Singapore and St Louis as 
the best examples of smart cities and Rio 
de Janeiro for smart mobility. 

A panel on ‘Financing for Smart 
Cities’ discussed the need for projects to 
be bankable to ensure the economic 
viability of infrastructure projects. 
Nevertheless, the panel accepted that the 
special purpose vehicle (SPV) structure 
envisaged for the smart cities inspires 
confidence. It saw the need for a new set 
of investors for long-term infra projects.

During the discussion on 
‘Overcoming Challenges in 
Implementing Smart Cities 
Solutions in India’, the panellists 
suggested key points that could be 
considered while implementing smart 
city projects. One was the need for a level 
playing field and proper ecosystem 
pattern while implementing a smart city. 

Notably, the panellists agreed that the 
government must curb regulatory 
procedures to make India smart.  
They also felt the need for financial 
sustainability and innovative revenue 
models while advocating utilisation of 
infrastructure. The session underlined that 
the engagement of civilians is a must for 
the success of smart cities. 

In the session, ‘Technological 
Challenges’, the panellists unanimously 
agreed upon the use of best technology 
available, but with a domestic flavour to 
it. Meanwhile, the session was divided 
among two groups; while one faction was 
eager to imply standardised technologies, 
another preferred regularisation. The  
tech wizards also felt the need for 
technology-based infrastructure, a global 
mantra these days. 

In the session on ‘Changes in Our 
City Governance to Enable Better 
Implementation of Smart Cities’,  
the panellists agreed upon citizen 
participation in decision-making, 
transparency in governance, procurement 
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Session: Technological Challenges. (L-R): Priyanshu Singh, Country Manager, Honeywell Building Solutions;  
Amr Salem, Managing Director, Smart Cities, CISCO; Dr Sumit Chowdhury, Founder, GAIA Smart Cities 
(Moderator); Dr Prashant Pradhan, Director-Smarter Planet Solutions, IBM; Ramakrishnan Narayanaswamy, 
Technology Manager, GE.

Session: Changes in Our City Governance to Enable Better Implementation of Smart Cities.  
(L-R): Jayesh Ranjan, IT Secretary, Telangana; Praveen Kumar, Commissioner, Vishakhapatanam;  
Anindya Mallick, Director, Deloitte (Moderator); Dr Marek Wosinski, President-Sustainability Transition.

Session: Rethinking Mobility. (L-R): Satyajit Dwivedi, Smart Global Practice, SAS; Sachin Teke, 
Founder, MoBond (M-Indicator); Sabrina Coccia, Smart Metropolis, France (Moderator);  
RS Khuranna, Director-Projects, MRVC; Jitender Sharma,Co-Founder & CEO, Zipgo.

Session: Overcoming Challenges in Implementing Smart Cities Solutions in India. (L-R): Jagdish Salgaonkar,  
Sr  Vice President, AECOM; Guy Perry, President-Cities and Strategies, Essel Infraprojects; Aamer Azeemi, 
Managing Director, CISCO (Moderator); Sanjay Bhatia, Managing Director & Vice Chairman, CIDCO;  
Ashish Mathur, Managing Director, JUSCO.

Renato de Castro, Executive Director,  
Baumann Consultancy Network (Italy).
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process and performance measurement. 
They laid emphasis on educating 
government officials for successful smart 
city proposals and suggested that 
government leaders need to know about 
ethical governance, partnerships and 
safeguarding the environment. 

The session on ‘Rethinking 
Mobility’ discussed the designing of 
BRTS, smart parking for growing parking 
congestion, car pooling and transport 
planning. It was recommended that the 
government rethink the age-old Motor 
Act, owing to which innovations such as 
car pooling have not been successful. 

The session ‘Innovation Showcase’ 
focused on studying how to convert 
urban challenges into opportunities. 
Innovations in smart energy, mobility, 
healthcare and waste management were 
discussed. It was agreed that innovation 
coupled with entrepreneurship has 
developed places like Silicon Valley, but 
the concept of smart cities needs even 
further study. Water harvesting and renewable 
energy were discussed at great length. 

The session on ‘Water Management’ 
deliberated upon drinking water for all 
and harvesting rainwater for better use. 
The panellists agreed that a holistic 
approach is required to handle water. 
Further, for better analytics, electricity, 
water and gas demand or supply would 
be important parameters of a smart 
meter. They analysed why certain cities 
grow and others are left behind. They saw 
employment, personal wealth and tax 
structure as primary reasons for a city to 
proceed on the path to development.

The session ‘Energy Efficiency’ 
focused on LED, smart street lighting, 
integrated BMS, renewable energy and 
energy storage. The panel pointed to 
energy as a key factor in the ‘smart’ mix. 

They urged on the need 
to eliminate fossil fuels 
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Session: Innovation Showcase. (L-R): Dr Shrikant Parikh, CEO and Co-Founder, A3RMT;  
Harshank Agarwal, Team Shunya-IIT Bombay; Brijraj Vaghani, Founder, Traffline.com; Dhawal Pandya, 
Manager - Business Development, Algo Engines; Prof Rajnikant Patel, Director, Graduate School  
of Smart Cities Development, GTU (Moderator); Biplab Paul, Director, Naireeta Services.

Session: Water Management. (L-R): ML Bapna, Advisor (Industry-Academia Interface), IIT Jodhpur; 
Owais Farooqi, Director, Black & Veatch (Moderator); Pawan Mathur, Director, Itron.

Session: Energy Efficiency. (L-R): Rajat Gupta, Founder, TESSOL; Sachin Jain, Co-Founder & Director, 
Oriano Clean Energy (Moderator); Balasubramanian Viswanathan, Associate Vice President, GIBSS; 
Debashish Chakraborty, GM-Energy Efficiency, Schneider Electric. 

Session: Smart Planning for Cities. (L-R): Anjali Prabhu, Head - MEP, SBUT (Bhendi Bazar Project); 
RK Jha, Senior Advisor, Orange Smart City; Sarfaraz Momin, Founder, Studio POD; Avijit Ray,  
Principal Vice President, Bechtel (Moderator); Vishal Kundra, Associate Director, AECOM.
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to generate electricity and reduce T&D 
losses by smart monitoring. They also 
emphasised upon the need to analyse the 
pattern of electricity consumption to 
make storage more efficient, and for 
buildings under construction to ensure 
zero wastage of energy by using proper 
insulation and natural lighting. 

The session ‘Smart Planning for 
Cities’ focused on preparing master plans, 
including smart yet sustainable elements 
in planning, and greenfield vs brownfield 
development. The panellists shared that a 
smart, sustainable city should bring 
together natural environment, services, 
and soft and hard infrastructure. They laid 
emphasis on the need for urban planning 
solutions to be area-specific and threw 
light on issues such as space for hawkers 
and parking, which need to be addressed 
in urban planning. They also suggested 
three things to be kept in mind in master 
planning: Demand facility, transit-
oriented facility and financial planning. It 
was agreed that quality of life and business 
need to go together for a smart city. 

The session ‘Building Safe and 
Resilient Cities’ deliberated on 
developing city resilience from natural 
disasters and new technologies and 
techniques available to better security 
management. The panel pointed to the 
use of IT and technologies for smart 
cities as the next level. In discussion, the 
need for another approach to address 
security was raised and disaster 
management where people need to be 
evacuated urgently. It was added that for 
safe cities, prediction, prevention and 
proactive play are required. 

The session ‘Ambition Zero Waste’ 
focused on waste management 
technology and the government’s  
mission vs public response. It started with 
stats on municipal waste generated and 
treated. As the panellists pointed out, 
landfills have become land hills owing to 
waste. They highlighted the need for a 
regulatory framework to gather the 
lifecycle of various waste products and 
ascertain how much of it can be recycled. 

Considering India will generate  
10 million metric tonne by 2020,  
the T3 model of transport, training  
and technology was suggested for 
developing waste. The need for an army 
of waste managers and a systematic chain 
of waste management for smart cities  
was noted.

It was undoubtedly an enriching day 
with power-packed sessions, discussions and 
a platform for universal networking.

Session: Building Safe and Resilient cities. (L-R): Lt Cdr Jasbir Singh Solanki, Head-Critical Infra 
Group, Mahindra SSG; Lux Rao, Country Leader-HP Enterprise; Biju Kadapurath, Director,  
PwC India (Moderator); Santhosh Muzumdar, Head-Business Development, TYCO.

Session: Ambition Zero Waste. (L-R): Sandip Dutt, Plant Head-Waste to Energy, Jindal ITF; BK Soni, 
Chairman & Managing Director, Eco Recycling; Vineeta Shetty, Founder, SmartCitizen.org (Moderator); 
Sharad Kale, Head, BARC; Jaideep Saptarshi, Founder Executive Director, Vermigold Ecotech.

The Summit also hosted the FIRST CITIES MISSION AWARDS and felicitated city officials for their exceptional contribution to the government's smart cities mission.
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